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by Cori Hilsgen
news@thenewsleaders.com

Children of different faiths, ages 
pre-school through sixth grade, 
united July 31–Aug. 4 for Vaca-
tion Bible School at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church in St. Joseph.

VBS is coordinated between 

Resurrection and St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church by coordinators Ra-
chel Kuebelbeck (Resurrection) 
and Dawn Carillo (St. Joseph’s). 
Kuebelbeck said about 110 chil-
dren registered for the program 
this year.

This year’s theme was “Home-
town Nazareth: Where Jesus Was 

a Kid.”
“Participants from other towns, 

states and many churches come 
each year to VBS,” Kuebelbeck 
said. “For some children, this is 
their main connection to the word 
of God.”

Activities included opening 
prayer with a Bible story and verse 

and then rotation of story-telling, 
games, snacks, crafts and music.

During story-telling, children 
were encouraged to call “Mary, 
Mary” and a puppet “Mary” inter-
acted with them. VBS participants 
then helped Mary clean the house 
for Passover and learned what hap-
pened when Mary and Joseph took 
Jesus to Jerusalem. The children 
heard the story from Mary’s per-
spective.

Lisa Hilsgen came to VBS as 
a parent and volunteer, along with 
her twin daughters, Amber and 
Allie.

“I think it is an uplifting experi-
ence for the kids,” Hilsgen said.

Allie enjoyed the story-telling 
by “Mary” and how the character 
“Andrew” got faith and became a 
believer at the end of VBS.

Amber enjoyed making a neck-
lace out of beads, a rock and a 
cross.

“When I grab the rock, it means 
Jesus is our rock and is very spe-
cial,” Amber said.

Participants were divided ac-
cording to age groups into six col-
or-coded tribes. Lance Anderson 
and Grant Mueffelmann were part 
of the blue tribe. During snacks of 
cheese and crackers, they talked 
about VBS.

“It’s just fun,” Mueffelmann 
said.

“I just like everything,” Ander-
son said.

Mikaela Hanson, 15, was one 
of the volunteers who worked with 
VBS participants to decorate Tze-
dakah boxes, which are boxes used 
to collect money for the poor. VBS 
participants were encouraged to 
collect money and give it away to 
someone in need.

Miranda Bayerl, a member of 
the orange tribe, participated in the 
interactive team-building activities 
held outdoors. Teams alternated 
according to the color-coded tribes 
and took part in activities, such 
as a pillow toss and water-sponge 
toss.

“Everybody is always happy,” 
Bayerl said.

VBS students and families do-
nated school supplies that will be 
given to Anna Marie’s Shelter and 
to Riverwoods, located at the St. 
Cloud Children’s Home.

Different faiths have fun uniting at Vacation Bible School

photos by Cori Hilsgen

Laura Johannes and her son, 
Trevor, listen during a story-
telling activity at Vacation 
Bible School.

Members of the orange tribe 
work on interactive team-
building outdoor activities 
during Vacation Bible School.
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“We do what 
we say we’re 
going to do!”

“We do what 
we say we’re 
going to do!”
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OPEN
HOUSES
Aug. 23,
24 & 31
5-7:30 p.m.

Ms. Melinda’s
focus is on

students having
fun while learning
how to dance and
making memories

that last a
lifetime.lifetime.
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Nineteen people die every day 
in the United States waiting for 
a kidney transplant. The team at 
MatchingDonors.com is working 
hard to make sure that doesn’t 

happen by asking the public to 
help raise awareness about be-
ing a living-organ donor through 
their Everybody Can Save A Life 
Video Contest! Deadline is Sept. 

13. 
For more information, visit 

www.thenewsleaders.com and 
click Town Crier.

‘Everybody Can Save A Life!’ offers video contest opportunity

A total of about 60 volunteers 
worked together to coordinate the 
fun-filled week for VBS partici-
pants.

Laura Johannes also came to 
VBS, as a parent and volunteer, 
along with her children Trevor and 
Kendra.

“It is so uplifting to see the 
children of the St. Joseph faith 
community unite to praise God,” 
Johannes said.

Kuebelbeck and Carillo said the 
volunteers are very important to 
the program.

“VBS is a special time of year 
for all of these kids and volun-
teers,” Kuebelbeck said. “It is made 
possible through our volunteers. It 

is volunteer-driven which makes it 
successful and super fun.”

“We are thankful for the tre-
mendous community support and 
wonderful volunteers who enjoy 
the week as much as the children 
do,” Carillo said.

VBS coordinators hope par-
ticipants will have had fun and 
learned about Jesus when they end 
the week.

“We hope the participants will 
have more knowledge of their faith 
and of the life of Jesus, espe-
cially as a child; a deeper experi-
ence of community; meeting new 
people and re-connecting with old 
friends,” Carillo said.

Lance Anderson (left) and Grant Mueffelmann enjoy snack 
time during Vacation Bible School. They were part of the blue 
tribe. Participants were divided according to age into color-
coded tribes.

Olivia Kompelien, Allie Hilsgen, Amber Hilsgen and Tanner To-
masek (left to right) particpate in the Tzedakah box-decorating 
activity during Vacation Bible School. Tzedakah boxes are used 
to collect money for the poor, and VBS students were encour-
aged to collect money and give it away.


