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Sunday Morning Fall Worship  
Schedule 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 

9:45 a.m. 
 

 
WoW! Worship  

WoW! Meal - 5:30 p.m. 
Christian Education - 5:45 p.m. 

WoW! Worship - 6:30 p.m. 
Promise Choir - 7:20 
Praise Choir - 7:20 
Confirmation - 7:20 



In his book, "Giving to God", Mark Allen Powell 

writes, "We are invited to put money in the offering 

plate on Sunday morning not because the church 

needs our money but because we want and need to 

give it." 

I suspect that’s not how we often think about giving.  

Instead, sometimes we give because we understand 

the church has bills it needs to pay.  We have a 

building that needs to be maintained, a staff that 

needs to receive their salaries, an office that needs 

supplies – plus we as a church support many good 

and important causes beyond our church walls.  In 

this way of looking at giving, our gifts are the result 

of taking seriously the concerns of our congregation 

and the needs of others. 

And all of those things are true.  Carrying out the 

mission God has given us and caring for those in 

need does take money.  Yet, those things are not the 

primary reason we receive an offering when we 

gather for worship.  If we simply understand our 

giving as a way to be sure the church ends up in the 

black at the end of the year, I doubt that we will find 

much joy in the gifts we give.  Instead, it will seem 

more like paying the electricity bill at home – a sort 

of necessary evil. 

In fact, as Allen points out, if giving is simply about 

paying the church’s bills, then why include it in wor-

ship at all. We could simply have dues.  We could 

figure out everyone’s fair share and send out a state-

ment of payment due to all of our members in Janu-

ary. 

But if, on the other hand, we give because we recog-

nize our need and desire to give, then our offerings 

become an act of worship.  Instead of simply meet-

ing an obligation, our gifts become a way of 

"expressing our love of God in the purest way imag-

inable, by giving up something that we value."   

 

In the deepest sense, I think that is what our offer-

ings in worship are all about. Yes, our gifts help to 

pay the bills, but more importantly, they are an ex-

pression of faith.  They are a response of gratitude to 

the God who has given so much to us.  In this way 

of looking at our offerings, they become a joyful 

sign of our love for God.  This is why they are part 

of our worship service. 

In worship later this month, we will be offering 

our “Estimates of Giving” to support the mis-

sion of Resurrection in the coming year.  As 

you make your giving decision, I encourage 

you to think about your motivation for giving.  

What is it about giving that inspires you and 

gives you joy?  How are your gifts an expres-

sion of your Christian faith and gratitude to 

God?  Hopefully, if you make this kind of de-

cision as a family, these are also the kinds of 

questions you will talk about together.  You 

might even want to have this conversation with 

others whose ideas you value and trust.  Not 

numbers or how much, but what it means for 

you to place your gifts in the offering during 

worship. 

May God bless your giving conversations and 

decisions in the coming weeks.  I’d love to 

hear about any insights gained or questions 

you have as you consider what it means to give 

to God. 

Pastor Dwaine’s Column 

Sister Michaela Hedican at 

Sunday Morning Adult Class 
On Sunday, November 13, Sister Michaela Hedi-

can, prioress of the Sisters of the Order of St. 

Benedict Monastery in St. Joseph, will be our 

guest.  Sister Michaela will talk about the work 

of the monastery and answer questions we may 

have.  It will be a great opportunity to learn more 

about this important part of the St. Joseph com-

munity. 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
We will celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday 

with Thanksgiving Eve Worship on Wednesday, 

November 23 at 6:30 p.m.  Note that unlike our 

usual Wednesday worship, this service will not 

use the message from the previous Sunday, but 

will follow a thanksgiving theme.  A Soup and 

Bread Supper will be served before worship that 

night, beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The Youth and 

Family Committee will serve pie after worship. 



“Give thanks so the Lord, for he is good; for his 

steadfast love endures forever.  

1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

In this month of Thanksgiving, it is appropriate to 

think about thankfulness.  What is it in your life that 

you are thankful for?  How do you give thanks to 

God for all the blessings you receive?  And how do 

you demonstrate that thankfulness as a witness to 

God? 

 

Most recently I have been studying about the Jewish 

and Palestinian conflict and I am thankful for the 

many freedoms we have, especially the freedom to 

worship and proclaim that I am a Christian, though 

even sometimes that can feel uncomfortable given 

the right circumstances.  I am thankful that we have 

the ability to move about from town to town, state to 

state, without concerns about checkpoints and the 

worry about never returning to friends and family. 

 

I am thankful for the many ways God has worked in 

my life, for my family, for this congregation and the 

many people who often worship with us.  I pray that 

we can proclaim God’s goodness to all God’s people 

wherever they are and whomever they may be. 

 

Mostly I pray that in all circumstances we can give 

thanks to God for God’s love endures forever’ that 

in all the things that I am thankful for, I am re-

minded that it all comes from God, and belongs to 

God.  Even in those times and places where things 

aren’t going as well as we would like them to, may 

we always be thankful for the opportunities God pre-

sents in our lives. 

Pastor Linda’s Column Busy Mom’s Group 
 

This group meets on the third Tuesday of the 

month for mutual support and conversation.  We 

as busy moms gather to encourage one another, be 

supported through devotion and prayer, and we 

also engage in service to others.  One of our pro-

jects is the prayer books we make for each child 

baptized in our congregation.  We are always look-

ing for other ideas. 

Come when you can, leave when you must. 

Next meeting:  November 15th at 7:00pm. 
We have several baptisms coming, so we have a 

need to finish more prayer books. 

 If you are interested in working on them over the 

summer, supplies are available. 

Yarnovers 
The Yarnovers are a group of knitters and cro-

cheters who love to do charity work for the church 

and others.  We meet every Wednesday of the 

month at 9:00am. along with the quilters. This 

group is committed to making prayer shawls and 

blankets for every baptism in our congregation.  

We are always in need of 

these items.  It would be 

great if you could join us 

on Wednesdays, but if you 

cannot and would like to 

knit we appreciate your 

help. 

 

We are in need of baby 

blankets for baptisms, 

and prayer shawls! 



Evening Book Group 
Next meeting:  November 1st at 7:00pm. 

Join us in reading and discussing the book  

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  by James Ford 

 

This group will resume in the fall.  This group meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm. 

Book List for the coming year: 

November  Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by James Ford 

December  Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom 

January  Forever Ours by Janis Amatuzio 

February  Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verchese 

March   The Measure of a Man by Sidney Poiter 

April   Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak 

May   No Biking in the House Without a Helmet by Melissa Faye Greene 

Bible Reading Group 
The Bible Reading Group meets every Tuesday 

at Gruber’s Café at 12:00 noon.  This Café is just 

north of Famous Dave’s in a strip mall.  Bring 

your lunch or grab a sandwich or soup at the 

café. Walk with us as we explore the Bible and 

make Scripture our first language.  We continue 

in the book of Genesis.  Everyone is invited! 

Bible Study – The Book of 

Ephesians 
This group meets at Arlington Place to join with 

the residents for bible study. They are a lively 

group that loves to study God’s Word.   This is a 

wonderful opportunity to reach out to others in our 

community, especially those who are lonely and 

alone.  We meet the third Tuesday of each month 

from 10:45-11:30am.  We are studying the book of 

Timothy and Titus. 

Our next meeting is Novem-

ber 15th at 10:45am. 

 

Everyone is welcome to this 

conversation, including men, 

women and children! 

Early Morning  

Bible  

Reading Group 
This group meets at 6:30 a.m. 

on two Friday mornings each 

month and is led by Pastor 

Dwaine.  Coffee and muffins are provided.  

It’s a great way to start the day!  This month’s 

meetings will be November 4 & 18.  Our read-

ings are:  October 29 – November 4: Acts 21-

25; November 5 – 11: Acts 26 – 28; November 

12 – 18: 1 John 1-5; November 19 – 25: Phi-

lippians 1-4; November 26 – December 2: 

James 1-5. 

RLC Discussion 

Group 
The RLC Discussion Group meets on the 1st Tuesday 

of each month at 9:30 a.m. Join us for one or all of our 

book discussions. Actually reading the book is op-

tional. Light refreshments are served .For more infor-

mation, please contact Lisa Wallin at 363-1056, 

lwallin@gmail.com or contact Ellen Chovan at 320-

597-3094. 

December 6 Movie: Water for Elephants 

January 3 Half Broke Horses by Jeanette Walls 

February 7 Love Wins by Pastor Rob Bell 



We’re going GREEN! 
REDUCE- REUSE – RECYCLE 

 

Green Team 

The Green Team continues to find ways to save our environment 

and care for God’s creation.  We are well into planning rain gardens for our facility and would ask any to 

join us who would be interested in planning and maintaining our gardens. 

In addition we are always looking for ways to keep our congregation well informed about Green matters.  

We continue to meet about many important issues. 

 

The gardens are in and looking wonderful! 

A special thank you to all who have made them possible. 
If you are interested in continuing maintenance on the gardens, 

 please visit with Dennis Dahl or Stan Hanson. 

 

Green News 

Your vote counts!  We really can save our lakes, rivers, oceans, forests and skies – but only if individuals 

and government work together.  Vote wisely every time. 

Approximately one-third of all U.S. citizens live in areas with levels of air pollutants the federal govern-

ment considers to be harmful. 

 

We are called upon to become creators, to make the world new and in that sense 

 to bring something into being which was not there before.  

John Elof Boodin 

Consecration Sunday and Wednesday 
November 21 & 24, 2011 

Worship: Sunday – 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday – 6:30 p.m. 

 

Consecration Sunday is based on the philosophy of the “need of the giver to give” for his or her own spiri-

tual development, rather than the “need of the church to receive.” Instead of treating people like members 

of a social club who need to “pay their dues,” we will be treating people like followers of Jesus Christ who 

want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. 

 

This month, we will be preparing for Consecration Sunday and Wednesday, which are the culmination of 

our fall stewardship campaign.  In the coming weeks, through temple talks, letters and worship, the Stew-

ardship Team will invite us to consider our response to God’s gifts in our lives.  In the quotation printed 

above, we are reminded of the reason why we give.  We give in response to the blessings that God has 

poured into our lives.  We give because we want to say thank you.  We give because we want to be part-

ners in bringing God’s love and care to the world.  We give because we are followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

No one will be visiting in your home to ask for a pledge.  Instead, estimates of giving for the coming year 

will be offered as act of worship as part of our services on Consecration Sunday and Wednesday.  God has 

indeed been good to our congregation over the past year.  Consecration Sunday and Wednesday will be 

great days to celebrate God’s gifts and respond to the blessings we have received. 



Share the Spirit 
 

The Church in Society Committee is starting to make 

plans for this year’s Christmas collection. 
 
Casa Guadalupe Multicultural Communities in Cold 

Spring has asked for hats, mittens, scarves, and gloves 

for all ages.  These may be hand knit, purchased, or 

gently used.  Toys are NOT wanted this year.  There 

will be a box in the narthex, as well as a tree to hang 

them on, beginning November 27. 
 
We are also asking for gift certificates 

for People’s Church in Bemidji and 

Casa Guadalupe.  People’s Church 

can use certificates from Walmart, 

Target, and Holiday gas stations.  

Casa Guadalupe would like certificates from Walmart, 

Cashwise, and Holiday gas stations.  These may be 

purchased at the Scrip counter in the narthex anytime. 
 
Both People’s Church and Casa Guadalupe are appre-

ciative of your partnership with them.  Many of their 

families need the basics.  Our hope is to fill the tree 

and box with knit items and supply both Casa Guada-

lupe and People’s Church with many gift certificates 

so that they can buy needed items for their families. 
 
The deadline for bringing gifts and 

buying certificates is December 11. 
 
Thank you for helping to make the 

Christmas season brighter for so 

many. 

St. Joseph  

Community  

Food Shelf 

Christmas  

Baskets 
Applications for Christmas baskets are avail-

able through the St. Joseph Community Food 

Shelf and at the church office.  Deadline for 

the application is Thursday, December 1.  

Baskets will be available for pickup on 

Wednesday, December 14. 

Help supply items for the upcoming holi-

days.  Canned fruit and vegetables, canned 

cranberries, stuffing and gravy mixes, pie 

fillings and muffin and bread mixes are 

needed.  Staples:  flour, sugar-white, brown, 

powdered, peanut butter, jelly and jams, 

soups-dried mixes and canned.  Household 

and personal items are always in high de-

mand.  Items such as shampoo and condi-

tioner, toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodor-

ants, liquid soap, dish soap, laundry deter-

gent, toilet paper and paper towels are 

needed. 

All items can be placed in the grocery cart in 

the narthex.  Monetary donations are always 

appreciated and can be placed in the offering 

basket with “food shelf” noted on the memo 

line. 

Your generous contributions throughout the 

year are greatly appreciated.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  January Thru  September 2011 Financial  Stewardship 

 
General Fund Mission Spending Plan for January thru September 2011         $204,460.56    

General Fund Income for January thru September 2011                        $194,359.24 

 

                   General Fund YTD (Planned to Actual) = Behind 4.94 % 

 



Tom & Janet Knoll 

Chris & Jenna Rhode and their son Ethan 

Will & Tammy Huston and their son Samuel 

On Sunday, October 16 and Wednesday, October 19, six new fami-

lies joined Resurrection. Please take a moment to welcome them! 



Don & Marilyn Hassis 

Kay Reardon 

Jon & Kelli Ritter 

On Sunday, October 16 and Wednesday, October 19, six new fami-

lies joined Resurrection. Please take a moment to welcome them! 



Library News  

November 2011 

   

I’ve gone on a shopping 

spree, looking for new 

fiction books for the 

church library.  The 

church librarians news-

letter includes a list of books that have been read and 

they recommend.  One of the books I found and 

bought was A Bride Most Begrudging by Deeanne 

Gist, another was The Walk, by Richard Paul Evans.  

These will be in the Fiction area. 

  

Ellen Chovan has donated two books recently, a 

Jane Austen book, Northanger Abbey, and one by 

Liz Curtis Higgs, Bad Girls of the Bible.  This book 

is found in 220.9 Hig. Two others that were given to 

the library were The Reading Group, by Elizabeth 

Noble, and A Cup of Comfort: short stories.  Col-

leen Sell was the editor.  

  

Three suggested books chosen for the juvenile sec-

tion were Heat, a baseball book by Mike Lupica, 

Penny from Heaven, by Jennifer Holm and A Dogs 

Life, by Ann M. Martin. 

 

Welcome Sarah, Our New Nursery  

Coordinator 
 

Joining us as our nursery attendant is Sarah Torchia from Rochester, MN. 

Sarah is a sophomore at the College of St. Benedict where she is studying 

English/ Communications and Secondary Education. She worked this summer 

as a camp counselor and is excited to continue her experience with children at 

our church! 

Meal Ministry 
 

We have had such a  

wonderful response to this 

ministry! 

Thanks to all of you who 

provide meals! 

 

An outgrowth of the Busy Mom’s, this ministry 

brings a meal to a new mom or to those 

who have been recently hospitalized or recovering 

from surgery. 

In order to accomplish this, we need more volun-

teers, those willing to make and deliver a meal. 

This ministry is being coordinated by Andrea 

Metcalf.  She will give you a call 

 with all the information needed for the meal. 

A typical meal may be: lasagna, salad, bread and 

dessert for the family. 

We would like enough volunteers so that you need 

only provide 2 meals per year. 

If you are interested in this important ministry, 

please visit with Pastor Linda or Andrea Metcalf. 

 

The response has been so great, thank you, but 

we could use a few more volunteers! 

You Are Invited 
You are invited to a Wedding Shower for Elizabeth 

Dolven-Kolle And Chad Klavetter at Resurrection 

on Sunday, November 20, from 1:30-3:00 p.m. 

They are getting married in January 2012. They are 

registered at Target, Mills Fleet Farm and Bed, 

Bath and Beyond. Any questions, contact Deb Rob-

inson or Maria Robinson 



Children of all Ages can be a Part of Resurrection’s  

Intergenerational Musical! 
You are invited to be a part of Resurrection’s first intergenerational musical! This will be held in place 

of our annual Variety Show on Sunday, February 12 with a dinner prior to the musical. Casting for the 

musical will be held on Saturday, January 7 at 10:00 a.m. Practices will be on Sunday’s beginning Janu-

ary 8, at 12:30 p.m. Prior to the practice we will have a quick lunch and then “get to work”. This year 

the musical that we will be doing is “Malice in the Palace”, a story about Esther. People of all ages are 

encouraged to be a part of this exciting event. If you would like to be a part of this musical, sign up at 

the Welcome Center. This is a big commitment and everyone is expected to attend all practices and 

dress rehearsals. If you have any questions, contact Sandy Spiczka, Susan Curtis or Kathy Kuebelbeck. 

November Schedule 
6/9 - Ten Bridesmaids 

13/16 - Parable of the Talents 

20/23 -  Sheep and Goats 

27/30 -  The Red Sea 

 

December Schedule 
4/7 - Good Giving Fair 

11/14 - John the Baptist Prepares the way 

18/21- John the Baptist Proclaims Jesus' 

25/28 -  Christmas-no Class 

 

Above is our Christian Education Schedule for the next couple of 

months.  Parents - this gives you an opportunity to know what your 

children are learning about during Sunday/WoW! School. Please 

note there are no classes on December 25 and 28 and January 1. 



Resurrection’s Staff 

Pastor    Pastor Dwaine Bruns 

Associate Pastor  Pastor Linda Lagergren 

Youth & Family Ministry   

Coordinator   Sandy Spiczka 

Worship & Music  

Coordinators   Jeanne Bruns 

    Karen Bobeldyk 

Church Secretary  Kathy Kuebelbeck 

Custodian   Dale Hasch 

Nursery Care   Sarah Torchia 

Adult Choir Director  Jeanne Bruns 

Worship Team Coordinator Jeanne Bruns 

Children’s Choir Director Kathy Kuebelbeck 

Pianists   Karen Bobeldyk 

    Jeanne Bruns 

    Carolyn Finley 

    Kathy Wirth 

    Diana White 

 

Resurrection’s Council Members 

Council Members  Committee 

Pastor Dwaine Bruns  

Pastor Linda Lagergren 

Steve Johnson   Finance 

Dan Kuntz   Outreach Team 

Mark Kranz   Stewardship 

Wilbur Wilkens  Treasurer 

Rachel Kuebelbeck  Christian Education 

Jeanie Wilkens  Church in Society 

Dale White   Staff Support 

Mike Lage   Property 

Troy Battig   Worship & Music 

Lou Jagielski   Youth & Family 

 

Council Officers 

Troy Battig   President 

Dan Kuntz   Vice-President 

Mark Kranz   Secretary 

Church Office Hours 

Monday:  Closed 

Tuesday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Phone Numbers and Staff Email  

Phone Number:   320-363-4232 

Fax Number:   320-363-1129 

Church’s Email Address:      rlc@rlcstjoe.com 

Pastor Dwaine’s Email:      dbruns@rlcstjoe.com 

Pastor Linda’s Email:       llagergren@rlcstjoe.com 

Sandy’s Email:        sspiczka@rlcstjoe.com 

 

Web Site: www.rlcstjo.org 

John Sobiech  11/01 

Camille Anderson 11/02 

Jody Knopp  11/02 

Greg Kuebelbeck 11/02 

Eric Gauthier  11/03 

Mark Johnson  11/03 

Maria Robinson  11/03 

Tanner Tomasek 11/03 

Dan Keehr  11/04 

Addison Klisch  11/04 

Jacob Birr  11/05 

Terri Emmerich  11/08 

Karen Hanson  11/08 

Frank Haynes  11/08 

Lynnsey Hoffmann 11/10 

Blake Holbrook  11/10 

Wendy Hoeschen 11/11 

Jerry Weyer  11/11 

Scott Birr  11/12 

Joyce Hasch  11/12 

Carter Anderson 11/13 

Larry Rahn  11/14 

Dwaine Bruns  11/15 

Bruce Nolan  11/17 

Alex Elmore  11/18 

Susan Schiltz  11/19 

Tyler Minks  11/19 

Lance Mueffelmann 11/19 

Dylan Pederson  11/20 

Aurora Voigt  11/20 

Debbie Fleischman 11/21 

Sandy Elsenpeter 11/22 

Nick Nielsen  11/22 

Dean Binsfeld  11/23 

Bruce Bushkofsky 11/23 

Mike Nesland  11/23 

Derek Thompson 11/24 

Emily Boysen  11/25 

Joe Chovan  11/25 

Jennifer Keen  11/25 

Brenda Hoffmann 11/26 

Parker Rudnicki  11/26 

Joel Bruns  11/28 

Kristin Wolf  11/28 

Isabelle Hoeschen 11/29 

Paul Stadtler  11/29 

Amanda Reitan  11/30 

November Birthdays 

Page 7 
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Sunday Morning Fall  
Worship Schedule 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Christian Education 

9:45 a.m. 
 

WoW! Worship  
WoW! Meal - 5:30 p.m. 

Christian Education - 5:45 p.m. 
WoW! Worship - 6:30 p.m. 
Praise Choir - 7:20 p.m. 
Promise Choir - 7:20 p.m. 
Confirmation - 7:20 p.m. 


